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13 Months 

INTERPRETED BY 
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54979 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Has been regurgitating for the last 2 weeks. Started with active vomiting, but now is consistent 
regurgitation. Still eating normally and defecating normally, no lethargy. Physical exam on 
Monday was WNL - started cerenia, metoclopramide, sucralfate and omeprazole. Symptoms 
resolved, but returned as soon as metoclopramide and cerenia were stopped.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        BAR. Exam is WNL besides orthopedically... hip 
dysplasia, luxating patellas, subluxating hocks. Suspect esophagitis, ruling out gastric foreign 
body or megaesophagus 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX & ABDOMEN 
 
Thorax 
 
Baseline vertebral heart score is 8.9.  

 
Mild dilation of the thoracic esophagus with gas is seen and indicated by a trachea stripe sign. The 
dilation is seen on both the right and left lateral views, however, does not appear to be 
generalized.  
 
Course and width of the trachea are considered within normal limits.  
 
The lung parenchyma and bronchial tree are considered within normal limits.  
 
A small thymic remnant appears to be present. No signs of mediastinal lymphadenomegaly are 
noted. 
 
Abdomen 
 
Note the presence of bilateral hip dysplasia with moderate left sided and severe right sided 
coxofemoral joint subluxation.  
 
No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted.  The abdominal wall is smooth and 
thin. 
 
The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 
 
The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 
 
The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  The 
splenic body and tail are considered normal for position, size, shape and opacity. 
 
Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity.  The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position.  No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and 
lower urinary tract. 
 
The stomach appears to be contracted and presents mild aerophagia. 
 
The small intestinal loops are of even diameter and non-dilated, a small amount of gas is seen 
within the small intestinal loops and considered within normal limits. 
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The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Esophageal aerophagia. 

• Gastric aerophagia. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study does not reveal generalized esophageal dilation. Megaesophagus appears 
unlikely. There is no evidence of a hiatal hernia. The lower esophageal sphincter appears to be in 
situ on all available images. Esophagitis, esophageal dysmotility, and gastroesophageal reflux are 
considered more likely as underlying causes of the radiographic changes than generalized 
megaesophagus. No evidence of aspiration pneumonia is found.  

 

 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


