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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Limping and favoring the right rera leg 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Positive Cranial drawer worse in Flexion, Mild CTT, Grade 
1-2 MLP 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Right Stifle 

Moderate synovial swelling and effusion are noted in the suprapatellar joint recess. Moderate 
osteophytes are seen at the femoral trochlea.  

The cranial cruciate ligament is continuous but mildly thickened with thin hypoechoic halo.  

Displacement of the patella cannot be observed during the ultrasound examination.  

Mild thickening of the medial collateral ligament is seen.  

The medial and lateral meniscus are within normal limits with no evidence of tearing or displacement.  

A small amount of anechoic effusion is present in the infrapatellar joint recess.  

Mild femoral tibial osteophytes are seen. 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild to moderate right stifle osteoarthritis with suprapatellar accentuation. 
• Suspect early cranial cruciate ligament compromise. 
• Normal ultrasonographic presentation of the menisci. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The findings appear to correlate with slight positive cranial drawer motion and stifle osteoarthritis. The 
findings do support early cranial cruciate ligament compromise rather then manifest partial or full 
rupture. Evidence of meniscal injury is not seen. The osteoarthritic changes accentuate the femoral 
patellar joint compartment. Surgical stabilization and correction of the clinically diagnosed patella 
luxation has been performed already. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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