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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Lethargy, vomiting on/off for 4 days after vaccine. Inappetence. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Mildly elevated globulin, GGT, BUN & amylase. low 
electrolytes. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal whole body views totaling 3 images available for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Mild dilation of the stomach and gastric outlet with gas is seen. No foreign material is identified 
radiographically.  

The small intestines are normal in caliber and position with no evidence of segmental obstruction. 

The large intestine contains inspissated fecal material likely secondary to mild constipation and is 
otherwise normal in diameter. 

The liver is within age related limits. 

The spleen and kidneys present within normal limits.  

Serosal detail is preserved with no evidence of free fluid or gas. 

A small nodular soft tissue structure is noted in the retroperitoneum most likely related to immature 
genital structures given the patient’s age.  

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Mild gastric and pyloric gas accumulation without evidence of obstruction: findings may 
reflect recent vomiting, decreased gastric emptying or gastroenteritis. 

• Normal small intestine with no radiographic evidence of small intestinal obstruction.  
• Suspect constipation.  
• Small retroperitoneal nodule likely physiological/genital in origin.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The mild gastric dilation is likely secondary to vomiting, reflective ileus, or gastroenteritis rather than 
representing mechanical obstruction even though this cannot be excluded completely. Radiographic 
signs of small intestinal obstructive disease are not seen. 

The retroperitoneal nodule is most consistent with immature reproductive tissue. However, follow up 
evaluation by means of ultrasound may help confirm the absence of structural gastrointestinal disease 
and should be considered if vomiting persists in order to further assess gastric emptying, 
retroperitoneal structures, and intestines.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  

 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

