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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Chronic URI since 2020 despite treatment with multiple antibiotics. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        CBC and Chem 10 were unremarkable. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 

Plain and post contrast studies are available for review. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

The brain presents no deviation from normal anatomy and symmetry. The grey and white matter 
distinction and the neuroparenchymal attenuation are as expected. The distribution of contrast 
enhancement is within normal limits throughout the parenchyma and meninges.  The ventricular system 
is non-dilated and within the limits of the expected volume and symmetry.  

Mild bilateral mucosal swelling and fluid accumulation are noted within the nasal passages. Turbinate 
structures are minimally disrupted; overall turbinate architecture is largely preserved. No evidence of 
destructive or mass forming lesions and no evidence of foreign material. The paranasal sinuses present 
within normal limits.  

Both temporomandibular joints present congruent joint spaces with even subchondral bone surfaces 
and are considered within normal limits. 

A minimal amount of fluid attenuating material is contained within the right tympanic bulla. The left 
tympanic bulla and bilateral ear canals present within normal limits. 

Mild bilateral retropharyngeal lymph node enlargement suggestive of reactive change is noted.  

The salivary glands present within normal limits.  

The visible dentition is within normal limits. 

COMPUTED TOMOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Bilateral chronic rhinitis. 
• Minimal right middle ear effusion – likely secondary to chronic upper respiratory tract 

infection or subclinical otitis media. 
• Mild reactive bilateral retropharyngeal lymphadenopathy.  

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The CT findings are compatible with chronic bilateral rhinitis with minimal destructive component 
consistent with long-standing inflammatory or infectious disease such as allergic, lymphoplasmacytic, 
viral, or bacterial. Continued management of chronic rhinitis as clinically indicated is recommended. 
Consider otoscopic evaluation and microbiologic sampling of nasal cavities and/or middle ear if 
therapeutic guidance is required.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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