
 

 

PATIENT 

Wednesday Luimes 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Border Collie Mix 

SEX 

Female Spayed 

AGE 

5 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

St. Catherine's Animal 
Hospital 

REFERRING VET 

Dr. Boctor 

  INVOICE 

49280 

DATE 

1-3-22 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
possible swallowing of fabric material 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        bloodwork unremarkable 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
Right/left lateral and ventrodorsal views totaling 3 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Caudal thoracic esophageal widening with soft tissue opacity appears to be present. 
 
Moderate gastric aerophagia is seen. The stomach presents no evidence of malpositioning. No 
radiopaque foreign material is seen in the stomach.  
 
The small intestinal loops are turgid in appearance yet there is no evidence of abnormal dilation, 
plication, or fabric type foreign material.  
 
The colon is largely empty. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Gastric aerophagia. 

• Small intestinal maldigestion pattern. 

• Soft tissue opaque widening of the caudal thoracic esophagus. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The presence of gastrointestinal ileus or fabric type foreign material cannot be ascertained. 
However, there appears to be widening of the caudal thoracic esophagus. Differential diagnosis 
includes esophageal foreign material next to diaphragmatic hernia, megaesophagus, or other 
esophageal dilation. Consider radiographic recheck of both the thorax and abdomen depending 
on the further development of the patient’s clinical signs. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


