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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Severe URT congestion for 1 wk, sneezing more but no coloured discharge noted. Indoor only, no 
contact with other cats.  
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        No air flow on glass slide test. Salivating more esp on R 
side. Caudal to R lower premolar inflamed and grinds teeth/painful when try to examine, concern 
of mass present but would need to sedate to visualize. SubQ crepitus in neck area? No fever CBC-
nsf Chem-hypercalcemia, 12.9 (7.8-11.3) concern of hypercalcemia of malignancy. Remainder of 
chem, T4 and u/a normal.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE HEAD 
 
2 oblique views of the head available for review. The views are rotated.  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Multiple teeth are absent. Resorptive changes of the remaining teeth are seen.  
 
I can neither delineate a mass nor definitive aggressive osteolytic changes in the nasal cavities, 
paranasal sinuses, maxillae, and mandibles. 
 
The nasal turbinates appear to be intact. 
 
The tympanic bullae present within normal limits.  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Incomplete dentition with presumed tooth root resorption and potential for periodontal  

disease. 

• No definitive mass effect or aggressive osteolysis seen.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study does not allow the diagnosis of aggressive osteolytic changes in the facial 
bones or the presence of a definitive soft tissue mass.  
 
There appear to be resorptive changes of the remaining teeth which require correlation with the 
clinical workup. 
 
The cause of the upper airway obstruction remains unclear; however, the relatively negative 
radiographic findings increase the odds of inflammatory/infectious pathology. CT and eventual 
endoscopy would be ideal in the further workup for this patient to further verify and define the 
presence of upper airway pathology.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


