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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Limping and tender elbow 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE LEFT ELBOW 

Single mediolateral view of the left elbow is available for review.  

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

There is severe degenerative joint disease characterized by extensive periarticular osteophytosis 
involving the anconeal process, radial head, humeral condyles, and proximal ulna.  

The medial coronoid process region shows blurring of its cranial margin and reduced trabecular 
definition of the subtrochlear notch of the ulna is noted consistent with chronic remodeling and 
possible sequela of previous medial coronoid disease.  

Marked subchondral bone sclerosis is present within the humeral trochlea and proximal ulna. The joint 
space is irregular. 

No evidence of aggressive osteolytic lesions is seen. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Severe end stage degenerative joint disease of the left elbow most consistent with chronic 
elbow dysplasia possibly associated with prior medial coronoid disease. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The consolidation of extensive osteophytosis, subchondral bone sclerosis, joint space irregularity, and 
suspected chronic coronoid remodeling indicate long-standing advanced osteoarthritis of the left 
elbow. The degree of structural remodeling implies significant cartilage degeneration or breakdown 
which can correlate with persistent pain, reduced range of motion, and progressive lameness.  

Medical management focusing on pain control and quality of life including multimodal algesia, weight 
management, controlled activity, and physical therapy can be considered. Intraarticular therapy such 
as corticosteroids, hyaluronic acid, or biologic treatments can be considered if clinically appropriate. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Nele Eley (Ondreka), DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen/Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology. 
info@sonopath.com  
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