
 

 

PATIENT 

Tovi Sharp 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Finnish Laphund 

SEX 

Female 

AGE 

9 Months 
 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Cedarview Animal 
Hospital 

REFERRING VET 

Nigel Gumley 

  INVOICE 

49863 

DATE 

1-26-22 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Last two months noticed her hitching a hind leg when changing speeds, primarily in LH. No 
stiffness after lying down, no lameness. No response to Onsior. 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Paces at walk and changes to trot as speed increases. 
No lameness observed but hitched LH leg a couple of times at faster speed. Tail carriage is high, 
comfortable. Exam: No spinal pain noted. Hind legs normal except tight in both sartorius and 
TFLs. Resists extension L hip but can achieve it normally. Mild discomfort right iliopsoas; 
moderate pain L iliopsoas. 

 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Iliopsoas Muscles 
 
The lesser trochanter of the femur and psoas major tendon are not clearly seen in both hind 
limbs; however, these can be difficult to identify in this type of dog. 
 
Diffuse soft tissue swelling in the region of the psoas major tendon appears to be present in both 
hind limbs. The muscular portion of the iliopsoas presents within normal limits.  
 
No abnormalities of the coxofemoral joints were seen. 

 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Limited study with minor changes suggesting presence of bilateral psoas major injury. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The results of the ultrasonographic study are somewhat open; however, there appear to be soft 
tissue changes in the region of the psoas major attachment to the lesser trochanter of the femur 
even though these structures cannot be clearly delineated. The findings do suggest presence of 
psoas major musculotendinopathy in both hind limbs. The changes appear to be mild. There is no 
evidence of macroscopic muscle or tendon rupture and no evidence of regional hematoma or 
osseous avulsion. Conservative management and ultrasonographic recheck could be considered.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 
 


