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SPECIES 

Canine 
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Doberman Pinscher 
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Male 
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3 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Arc Animal Hospital 

REFERRING VET 

Dr. Mari 

  INVOICE 

56343 

DATE 

1-24-23 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Left Hind Leg: Severe Swelling in left hind paw extended to above tarsal joint, no weight bearing 
at all. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE LEFT HIND LIMB 
 
Mediolateral and dorsoplantar views of the left tarsus and hind paw totaling 7 images available 
for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Extensive soft tissue swelling is seen circumferential to the left distal tibia and fibula, left tarsal 
joint, left metatarsus, and left metatarsophalangeal joints.  
 
Number, alignment, and anatomy of the tarsal bones are within normal limits. No evidence of 
subchondral bone lesions, traumatic osseous injury or subluxation are seen. The metatarsal 
bones and phalanges present within normal limits as well. 
 
The left popliteal lymph node is moderately enlarged and rounded. 
 
The left stifle joint presents moderate articular swelling with cranial thrust of the tibia with 
respect to the femoral condyles. Mild periarticular bone remodeling and early osteophytes are 
seen in the distal pole of the patella, femoral trochlea, and cranial margin of the tibial plateau. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Extensive soft tissue swelling circumferential to the left hind paw. 

• Left popliteal lymphadenomegaly. 

• Left stifle arthropathy with radiographic evidence of cruciate ligament injury and mild  

osteoarthritis.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Unspecific extensive soft tissue swelling of the distal left hind limb is noted. Differential diagnosis 
includes cellulitis including septic cellulitis as well as edema including lymphedema such as 
paraneoplastic, diffuse hemorrhage, and compartment syndrome. Correlation with the clinical 
findings and aspiration and analysis of the subcutaneous or interstitial fluid can be considered. 
 
Differential diagnosis for the left popliteal lymphadenomegaly includes reactive hyperplasia 
versus neoplastic infiltrate such as lymphomatous or metastatic. Fine needle aspiration is 
recommended for further definition.  
 
There is radiographic evidence of cruciate ligament injury and osteoarthritis within the left stifle 
which is not necessarily associated with the reason of the current clinical presentation. 
Correlation with the results of the orthopedic examination recommended.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


