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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
RIGHT HIND LEG LAMENESS SINCE YESTERDAY . SLIGHTLY IMPROVED THIS MORNING . 
BOTH HOCK JOINTS HAVE CREPITUS . 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE TARSI 
 
Mediolateral and dorsoplantar view of the tarsi including pelvis and stifles totaling 5 images 
available for review. 
 
Read of the tarsal region requested. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Moderate articular swelling of the right tarsocrural joint is seen. The subchondral bone surfaces 
appear to be congruent and intact.  
 
A moderate amount of periarticular osteophytes are seen in the distal right tibia and fibula, talus 
and calcaneus, as well as within the talocalcaneal joint. The intertarsal and tarsometatarsal joint 
level does not appear to be affected. There appears to be an osteophyte in the distal dorsal aspect 
of the right talus. No evidence of traumatic injury or subluxation is seen. 
 
Mild articular swelling of the left tarsocrural joint is seen with no significant osseous changes. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild to moderate nonerosive right tarsal arthropathy. 

• Mild articular swelling of the left tarsal joint. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals nonerosive right tarsocrural arthropathy with mild to moderate 
degenerative changes. Primary degenerative joint disease, post-traumatic arthropathy, and 
inflammatory arthropathy including immune mediated are potential differential diagnoses. There 
is no evidence of traumatic osseous injury or instability noted in the radiographic study. Clinical 
correlation is required. Aspiration and analysis of synovia could be considered in order to rule out 
arthritis such as immune mediated. There is no evidence of osteochondritis.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


