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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Pet is here for a rabies vaccine and check hind right leg because pet has been limping for about 1-
2 weeks now. e/d/u/d normal, no c/s/v/d. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE RIGHT HIND LIMB 
 
Mediolateral views of the presumed right stifle, mediolateral and dorsoplantar views of the 
presumed right hind paw, and ventrodorsal view of the pelvis totaling 5 images available for 
review. 
 
Laterality is not specified; however, owing to the clinical history, I presume these images are from 
the right hind limb. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Hind Paw 
 
Prominence of the soft tissues is noted in the right hind paw.  
 
There is a small, rounded fragment at the medial margin of the proximal phalanx in the 2nd digit. 
The underlying concavity in the proximal phalanx is well delineated and rounded as well. No 
evidence of regional soft tissue swelling, articular swelling, or osteoarthritis is seen.  
 
The remainder of the metatarsophalangeal joints present within normal limits.  
 
The presumed right tarsus presents within normal limits. 
 
Stifles & Pelvis 
 
Moderate osteoarthritic changes of both stifles are seen along with articular swelling. No 
definitive cranial thrust of the tibia can be identified. 
 
The muscle volume appears to be symmetric in both hind limbs. 
 
Both coxofemoral joints present within normal limits.  
 
The number of the coccygeal vertebrae is reduced and there are multiple hemi and block 
vertebrae.  

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Presumed chronic avulsion fracture of the 2nd digit’s metatarsophalangeal joint. 

• Bilateral stifle osteoarthritis. 

• Radiographically normal coxofemoral joints. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The findings of the 2nd digit’s metatarsophalangeal joint suggest chronic traumatic osseous injury. 
Clinical significance at this point is questionable as to the lack of concurrent soft tissue changes 
and lack of osteoarthritis. However, thorough clinical palpation of this area is recommended. 



 

 

PATIENT 

Elvis Yamada 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

English Bulldog 

SEX 

MN 

AGE 

5 Years 

INTERPRETED BY 

Nele Eley, DVM 
Dr. med. Vet. DipECVDI 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Animal Paradise 
Hospital 

REFERRING VET 

Dr. Mostafa Elshafie 

  INVOICE 

49596 

DATE 

1-15-22 

Both stifle joints appear to present moderate osteoarthritis. The most common and likely 
underlying causes are cranial cruciate ligament injury and/or meniscopathy. Correlation with the 
clinical palpation required. In case of doubt, aspiration and analysis of synovia could be 
considered in order to rule out other arthropathy including immune mediated arthritis. Other 
options for further definition would be sedated palpation, stifle ultrasound, or MRI. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


