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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Inappetence for 3 days Rule out hip dysplasia normal blood results 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN & PELVIS 
 
Right lateral and ventrodorsal views of the abdomen totaling 4 images available for review. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Pelvis 
 
Mild hypertrophy of the T13/L1 vertebral facet joints is seen. 
 
The femoral heads are small and ellipsoid in shape. Mild lateralized subchondral bone sclerosis of 
the acetabulum is seen. The femoral head coverage appears to be reduced on the right side 
which, however, may be due to the rightward longitudinal rotation of the pelvis. No evidence of 
osteoarthritic changes is seen. 
 
Abdomen 
 
No abnormalities of the extraabdominal soft tissues are noted.  The abdominal wall is smooth and 
thin. 
 
The serosal detail is maintained throughout the peritoneal and retroperitoneal space. 
 
The liver is appropriate in position, size and presents uniform opacity. 
 
The splenic head is in the anticipated position and within normal limits for size and opacity.  The 
splenic body and tail are considered normal for position, size, shape and opacity. 
 
Both kidneys are seen and present with normal size, shape, delineation and opacity.  The urinary 
bladder is in its anticipated position.  No radiopaque calculi are noted throughout the upper and 
lower urinary tract. 
 
The stomach is in its anticipated position and presents normal content. 
 
The small intestinal loops are mildly turgid in appearance. However, there is no evidence of 
abnormal dilation, plication, or radiopaque foreign material. 
 
The colon is seen in the expected position and presents with appropriate content. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Gastrointestinal maldigestion pattern. 

• Mild bilateral canine hip dysplasia. 
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INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The radiographic study reveals an unspecific gastrointestinal maldigestion pattern. No evidence 
of mechanical ileus, organomegaly, or abdominal mass effect is seen. 
 
There is evidence of mild bilateral canine hip dysplasia. The impression of hip laxity may be 
enhanced on the right side by the positioning and clinical significance of the mild radiographic 
changes is not necessarily given.  

 
 

 
 

 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Nele Eley, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI 
European Specialist in Veterinary Diagnostic Imaging, Cert. Radiology,  
Senior lecturer University of Giessen, Germany, Veterinary Faculty, Department of Radiology 
Nele.Eley@sonopath.com 


