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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Vomiting and not eating, concerned about a foreign body 

The submitted study contained 9 still images and 2 videos, primarily of the cranial abdomen / upper 

gastrointestinal tract  

 

LIMITED ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION  

The stomach presented an overtly normal intact visible wall. The stomach exhibited moderate distention 

with retained anechoic fluid.  

A strongly shadowing echo was present in the subjective upper to mid-duodenum, measuring ~2.5 cm 

in diameter. Distal duodenum and visible cranial abdomen small intestine exhibited overtly normal intact 

wall layering and empty lumen.  

Subjective mild increased perigastric omental echogenicity was noted. There was no visualized 

peritoneal effusion or overt lymphadenopathy.  

The visualized liver and gallbladder were sonographically normal.  

 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• Fluid-distended stomach with subjective duodenal foreign body 

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Exploratory laparotomy with gross inspection of the gastrointestinal tract, potential manual 

manipulation of the foreign body back into the stomach with gastrotomy vs. enterotomy is 

recommended.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

 

 

R. McKenzie Daniel, DVM, DABVP (Canine/Feline Practice) 

info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

