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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Pt presented for a gagging cough that started about 3 days ago. O noted it's worse when he gets 
excited. Pt had surgery ~3weeks ago where he was intubated. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

Radiographs of the thorax in three imaging planes are provided for review. 

RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Severe alveolar pattern with lung lobe collapse is observed in the right middle lung lobe.  

An unstructured interstitial pattern is seen in the right caudal lung lobe. 

The heart and pulmonary vasculature appear normal. 

Normal diameter of the trachea and principal bronchi is seen. 

The mediastinum and pleural space also appear normal. 

Bone structures do not show any significant changes. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Alveolar pattern and collapse of the right middle lung lobe.  
• Unstructured interstitial pattern in the caudal right lung lobe. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The pulmonary pattern seen is most likely related to aspiration pneumonia with differential diagnosis 
for bacterial bronchopneumonia, given the recent history of anesthesia/intubation. Correlation with the 
physical examination findings, temperature, and hematology is recommended. Empirical antimicrobial 
therapy and supportive care should be considered. Follow-up thoracic radiographs in approximately 10–
14 days, or sooner if clinical signs worsen, are recommended to assess for resolution. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Dr. Leticia Utsch MV 
info@sonopath.com  
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