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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

There are three immovable lumps located beneath the skin on the back. 

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

Subcutaneous mass. 

OBSERVATIONS 

Submitted are thirteen excellent images and one excellent video of cells collected from the 
subcutaneous mass on Miming.  There is excellent cellularity throughout the collection. The cells are 
aggregated in irregular patterns with slightly irregular nuclei and prominent anisocytosis. They are not 
showing  characteristics of basaloid cells. Some of the cells have tails and other cells have foamy 
cytoplasm with scattered neutrophils. This collection is of concern with the potential of some type of 
soft tissue proliferation or sarcoma. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Packets of cells suggesting a possible soft tissue sarcoma with secondary inflammation (see comments). 

COMMENTS 

The cellularity in this collection supports an inflammatory process and some of the cells suggest the 
possibility of soft tissue sarcoma. I wonder about the possibility of and injection site sarcoma 
particularly if there have been vaccines injected at this location. Further evaluation to rule that 
potential out is encouraged. This will require a follow-up biopsy of one of these tissue masses to identify 
the underlying process. There are recommendations from the feline practitioners Association that 
injections are not introduced in this area. This is due to the fact that if there is a sarcoma in the region, it 
can become very invasive and difficult to remove. A guarded prognosis is warranted until follow-up 
biopsies can be undertaken and this cellularity confirmed as to whether it is neoplastic or inflammatory 
alone. 

CYTOLOGY IMAGE 

Below is an image of cells collected from the mass on Miming.  note the aggregation of the cells and 
irregularity of the cells with scattered inflammatory cells associated. 
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Below is a close-up image of the cells demonstrating the irregularity of the cytoplasm and mild 
anisokaryosis with mild inflammation from the mass collected on Miming 

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP  Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  
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