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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Please evaluate the attached high power and wide field FNA images from firm lateral flank 
mass in a 12 years old cat 

• I am seeking a definitive cytological diagnosis ang a determination of the tissue of the origin 
• please provide a full assessment of the cellular population and the secondary clinical features 

present in the sample 
• Location; right Flank region, lateral to the mammary chain. 
• mass is firm/hard on the palpation 
• does not appear to be associate with or attached to the mammary Gland 
• aspiration yielded a pus -like/purulent exudate . 

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

FNA of the flank region mass was submitted 

 

OBSERVATIONS 

Flank region mass: Submitted are 23 images of cells collected from the flank region mass on Yuni.The 
cellularity is degenerate throughout all of these images but most of the cells have the appearance of 
degenerate neutrophils. There are scattered colonies of bacteria throughout the collection. Most of 
these bacteria appear to be small coccoid bacterial organisms. There is no suggestion of malignancy in 
the collection but there certainly is severe necrosis, inflammation and degeneration. 
 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Flank region mass - Massive numbers of degenerate neutrophils with scattered bacterial colonies. 
 

COMMENTS 

The cellularity in this collection is consistent throughout all of the images. Some of the cellularity is not 
stained as well as others but they all demonstrate the same type of cellularity such as degenerate 
neutrophils. Bacterial colonies are identified in several of the images. Most of the bacterial colonies 
appear to be small coccoid bacteria such as streptococcal bacteria. Bacterial culture of this material is 
encouraged. Occasionally when there are massive numbers of neutrophils, the cultures will be negative 
even though bacteria are present. Treatment for inflammation is encouraged in this cat. 
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CYTOLOGY IMAGE 

 
 
This is an image of degenerate neutrophils with a colony of bacteria in the center collected from the 
flank region mass on Yuni.  

 
 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 

8288 Top of the World Dr. Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 

Cell: 801-865-1220   Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  

mailto:Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com

