
	

PATIENT 
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  Feline 
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Neutered male 
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DATE 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• 5 years old male neutered cat presented with acute onset of coughing, survey radiographs 
showed generalized bronchial pattern 

• Bronchoalveolar lavage was performed and sample taken is submitted for cytological evaluation. 
• Lab work all within normal limits 

 

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

Bronchoalveolar lavage was submitted.  

 

OBSERVATIONS 

Bronchoalveolar lavage: Submitted are 47 very good images of very good collections of cells from the 
bronchoalveolar lavage in Salbok.  There is a background of mucus as would be expected with large 
numbers of round cells with round nuclei and round irregular nucleoli. There are scattered small 
lymphocytes and scattered neutrophils throughout the collection. Eosinophils are present but rare. 
There are scattered macrophages some of which contain hemosiderin and other material. Many of the 
nuclear structures appear to be large cells and I am suspicious of lymphoid cells although they are 
slightly degenerate. 
 
 
INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Bronchoalveolar lavage -  Good cellular collection with large numbers of round cells and minimal 
neutrophilic or eosinophilic infiltration suggesting a lymphocytic inflammation or possible lymphoma. 
(see comments) 
 
 
COMMENTS 

The cellularity collected appears to be a quite good collection of bronchoalveolar lavage in this case. 
There is extensive mucus to confirm that this is from the bronchiolar region. There are no changes that 
would support an allergic or parasitic process and it does not appear to be a bacterial infection. The 
round cells are suggesting a chronic inflammatory process or possible lymphoma. Many of the round 
cells appear to be slightly degenerate suggesting that it took some time before these smears were made. 
I am concerned that this could be a lymphoma and thus the FeLV status in this cat should be undertaken. 
If this cat is positive for FeLV,  then I am more strongly suspicious of pulmonary lymphoma. If the cat is 
negative, then I would be concerned about lymphoma or some type of chronic bronchial inflammation. A 
guarded to unfavorable prognosis is warranted due to the chronicity and large round cell accumulation 
in this collection. 
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CYTOLOGY IMAGE 

 
 
This image demonstrates a group of large round cell nuclei collected from the bronchoalveolar lavage in 
Salbok.  There are scattered respiratory epithelial cells but the other cells suggest lymphocytes. 

 

 
 

This is an image of the mixed cell collection with several cells that appear to be large lymphoid cells with 
a macrophage and a neutrophil and a possibly eosinophil collected from the bronchoalveolar lavage 
from Salbok. 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 

8288 Top of the World Dr. Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 

Cell: 801-865-1220   Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  

mailto:Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com

