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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• O noticed small handing lump on caudal aspect of Rt Gluteal muscle on the skin, now 
progressively increasing in size 

• Dog has no pain or irritation on palpation of the lump, now the size is around 2-4cm with oval to 
round gross appearance 

• Loosely connected to underneath skin, appear more like a wart but not the typical cauliflower 
appearance (Gross appearance most probably epithelial origin tumor) 

• FNA sample taken, no pain felt by dog during sampling 
• Stained with Diff Quik, examined under 100x, awaiting your expert opinion 

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

FNA of the skin mass was submitted 
 

OBSERVATIONS 

Skin mass: Submitted are 15 very good images of moderate collections of cells from the skin mass  on 
Dog Django.The cellularity is somewhat irregular with indistinct cytoplasmic borders and anisokaryosis. 
Some of the cells appear to be elongated and others are rounded and packeted. The cellularity is 
consistent supporting a proliferative process. Occasional granules are present suggesting 
melanin.There are even cells that appear to have a yellowish green material in the cytoplasm. This 
pattern suggests a round cell tumor with possible melanin formation. 
 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Skin mass - Round cell tumor suggestive of a histiocytic lesion or probable melanoma. 
 

COMMENTS 

The cellularity is supporting a neoplastic process but the specific cell type is slightly difficult to confirm. 
There are changes with the pigment that suggest the possibility of a melanoma or melanocytoma. 
Excision of this mass is encouraged to identify the underlying process. This would also be beneficial in 
confirming margins with excision of the lesion. There is a possibility that it could be some type of 
histiocytic mass or epithelial lesion that has melanin granules but further evaluation is required. A 
guarded prognosis is warranted until the mass can be confirmed as to a source. 
 

CYTOLOGY IMAGE 
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This is an image that demonstrates some of the cells collected from the skin mass on Dog Django. Note 
the granularity between the cells that could be melanin granules. 

 

 
 

This is an image of a group of cells collected from the skin mass on Dog Django.   Cells are rounded with 
indistinct cell borders and there is some pigment in a few of the cells that is yellow green. 
 

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 

8288 Top of the World Dr. Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 

Cell: 801-865-1220   Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  

mailto:Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com

