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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• The kitten was adopted from friends over one month ago. It has been presented with 
progressive apathy, decreased activity, and anorexia with reduced water intake. The owner 
denies any episodes of vomiting or diarrhea. 

• Approximately one week ago, the kitten was examined at another clinic, where an in-clinic 
FPV test was performed and reported as negative. 

• Blood work showed Low hematocrit of 9.7 and high WBC count of 28, and increased 
Neutrophils 16.50, Lymphocytes 9.02 and Monocytes 2.33, also Albumin was 1.9. A;G ratio 
was 0.4 

• Ultrasound examination showed 
• 1- Coarse splenic parenchyma with honeycomb-like appearance 
• 2- Mesenteric lymphadenopathy 
• Fine needle aspiration was performed for SPLEEN and images are submitted for evaluation. 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: hematocrit of 9.7 WBC count of 28, Neutrophils 16.50, 
Lymphocytes 9.02 Monocytes 2.33, Albumin was 1.9. A;G ratio was 0.4 

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

FNA of the spleen was submitted.  

OBSERVATIONS 

Submitted are 54 very good images of excellent to moderate collections of cells from the spleen in 
Saran.  The cellularity is mixed. There are scattered neutrophils interspersed with macrophages and 
lymphoid cells. The lymphoid cells are irregular. Some lymphoid cells are reactive or immature. I did 
identify one mitotic figure. There are scattered eosinophils interspersed with the neutrophils that are 
the most common cellularity in the collection. Some of the images demonstrate cellularity that is very 
dense and difficult to interpret. There appear to be lymphocytes and neutrophils in these aggregates 
where there are also aggregates of platelets. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Pyogranulomatous splenitis with lymphoid reactivity supporting chronic inflammation. 

COMMENTS 

The cellularity in this collection supports the likelihood of some type of chronic inflammatory process. 
Feline infectious peritonitis seems to be of good possibility with this type of cellularity. The lymphoid 
cells are likely reactive and not neoplastic. Pyogranulomatous inflammation in the mesenteric lymph 
nodes would also support FIP. I cannot confirm malignancy and thus an inflammatory process of a 
chronic nature seems to be the most likely cause and FIP should be at the top of the list. Even with a 
negative test, FIP can be considered since the antibodies could be utilized in the disease process. A 
guarded prognosis is warranted in Saran due to the chronic inflammation. 

CYTOLOGY IMAGE 
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This image demonstrates a dense collection of cells including macrophages, platelets, lymphocytes and 
scattered neutrophils collected from the spleen in Saran. 
 

 
 

This image demonstrates a representative collection of cells including macrophages; an eosinophil and 
neutrophils collected from the spleen in Saran. 
 

 
 
This is an image of cells collected from the spleen in Saran.  Note the neutrophils with small 
lymphocytes and one reactive lymphocyte interspersed with platelets. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 

8288 Top of the World Dr. Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 

Cell: 801-865-1220   Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  

mailto:Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com

