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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: Raised hairless dermal mass on the dorsal head unknown duration, slow growing.  

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

FNA of the dermal mass, dorsal head.  

OBSERVATIONS 

Submitted are 8 excellent videos of excellent collections of cells from the dorsal head mass on Lance. 
The cellularity in the first videos suggests an inflammatory process with aggregates of neutrophils, 
eosinophils and macrophages. Neutrophils and macrophages are scattered throughout the videos. 
There are large aggregates of spindloid to polyhedral cells throughout many of the videos. These cells 
do not appear to be aggressive but it is supporting spindle cell proliferation. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Suggestive of fibroma or granulation tissue with secondary chronic inflammation. 

COMMENTS 

The cellularity in this collection supports an inflammatory process but this is likely secondary to a low-
grade proliferation of spindloid cells. These cells appear to be forming collagen in some areas but there 
are also aggregates of macrophages. Neutrophils are occurring secondarily with scattered 
lymphocytes. This is likely due to trauma in the region. Thus, it appears to be a low-grade spindle cell 
tumor such as a fibroma or possibly granulation tissue proliferation with inflammation. Eosinophils 
suggest the possibility of a foreign body here. Excision, if possible, should eliminate the process. I 
would not expect further malignant characteristics and certainly not metastasis of this lesion. A good if 
completely excised prognosis is expected. With incomplete excision, the growth might recur locally in 
a slow pattern. 

CYTOLOGY IMAGE 

This image is a field that suggests low-grade spindle cell proliferation with some macrophages and rare 
lymphocytes collected from the head lesion on Lance. 

 
 
This image demonstrates a group of inflammatory cells including neutrophils, eosinophils, 
macrophages and some spindle cells collected from the head lesion on Lance. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 

that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 

can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 

8288 Top of the World Dr. Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 

Cell: 801-865-1220   Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  
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