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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: An 11-year-old spayed female mixed-breed dog (18 kg, BCS slightly toward obese) presented 
with a palpable mass associated with the right caudal (last) mammary gland. The mass was soft, 
movable, and well-circumscribed on palpation. No overt pain, ulceration, or discharge has been 
observed. There is no known history of previous mammary tumors. Systemic signs such as changes in 
appetite, weight, or activity level have not been reported. Fine-needle aspiration was performed to 
further characterize the mass. 

CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 

FNA of the mammary region mass.  

OBSERVATIONS 

Submitted are 19 very good images of cells and lipid collected from the mammary region mass 
on Aisha. The cellularity is rather consistent through all of the images and consists of adipocytes that 
are irregular in size and shape. There are scattered spindloid cells but this is likely connective tissue as 
part of the adipose tissue proliferation. The collection is almost entirely adipocytes. 

INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIOINS 

Mammary region mass - Consistent with a lipoma. 

COMMENTS 

The cellularity is essentially characteristic of a lipoma with irregular adipocytes throughout the 
collection. I was unable to identify any other cellularity including the potential of mast cell neoplasia, 
carcinoma or other types of sarcoma. Excision of these lesions is expected to result in a favorable 
prognosis. These growths may occur in other sites in the body independently and thus Aisha should be 
continually monitored for independent lipomas. A good if completely excised prognosis is warranted 
with this mass. 

CYTOLOGY IMAGE 

This is an image of the cells collected from the mammary region mass on Aisha. Note the irregular 
vacuoles in these adipocytes. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 

8288 Top of the World Dr. Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 

Cell: 801-865-1220   Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com  

mailto:Ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com

