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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History:  Vomiting, PU/PD On Felimazole 5mg 1/2 a tablet twice daily  
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN 
  
Urinary System 
The urinary bladder was normal in size and shape. The serosal and mucosal surfaces were smooth and 
curvilinear. The bladder wall was normal in thickness for the volume of urine present. The urine was 
anechoic with no visible sediment or uroliths. The ureters were not visible, which is normal. The 
trigone was normal.  
 
Both kidneys were of a normal size, shape, and position. The capsule was mildly irregular with no 
capsular expansion. There was mild to moderate increase in cortical echotexture. A slightly 
asymmetrical 1:3 cortex to medulla ratio was present, with a mild loss of corticomedullary distinction. 
These changes are largely as expected for the age of the patient. There was no pelvic dilation. The left 
kidney measured 4.67 cm in length.  The right kidney measured 4.9 cm in length. 

Adrenal Glands 
Both adrenal glands were visualized and normal in size, ovoid shape and homogenous parenchyma.  
There was no visible capsular expansion or pericapsular inflammation. The left adrenal gland measured 
5.0 mm in width.  The right adrenal gland measured 6.0 mm in width. 
 
Spleen 
The spleen was normal in size, shape, and position. There was a smooth capsule contour. The 
parenchyma was finely textured and homogeneous. There were no visible masses, nodules or evidence 
of infiltrative disease.  
 
Liver/Gallbladder 
The liver was mildly enlarged  with  a normal shape, and smooth capsule contour. The hepatic 
parenchyma displayed heterogenous texture and mildly increased portal markings. No overt nodules 
or masses visible, and overall smooth capsule contour. The gallbladder was normal in shape and size 
with a moderate amount of mineralized, gas-distended sludge that shadows. 
 
Gastrointestinal 
The stomach contained presumed ingesta, but was of normal size shape and position. The stomach 
wall was normal in thickness and maintained appropriate layering. The small intestine had several 
segmental sections with varying-sized mural, hypoechoic lesions (an example measuring 1.00 mm in 
length).   
 
Pancreas 
The left pancreas contained varying-sized hypoechoic nodules, which could represent areas of 
pancreatitis or infiltrative disease. There was an overt mass (measuring approximately 2.00 cm x 2.00 
cm) in the region of the body to right limb of the pancreas. The mass was hypoechoic with possible 
pinpoint mineralizations and loss of internal normal structures. This mass could be associated with 
pancreas or nearby intestine.  
 
FINDINGS 
 

x A mass in the region of the body of the pancreas ŋ possibly pancreatic  or GI in origin 
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x Nodular changes in the left pancreas 
 

x Several mural small intestinal lesions with loss of wall layering 
 

x Mineralizing gall bladder sludge  
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
FNA of the largest mass is indicated with a 25-gauge needle (presuming normal clotting parameters). I 
suspect inflammatory disease such as lymphoma or pancreatic neoplasia, but FIP can present in a 
similar manner.  
 
In the left pancreas, the nodular changes could represent pancreatitis, or pancreatic neoplasia can look 
the same as pancreatitis sonographically. I would recommend pre-medicating before FNA with 
Benadryl in the case of a mast cell tumor.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Karen Ebersole, DVM, DABVP (Canine and Feline practice)  
info@SonoPath.com  
 


