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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Intermittent rectal bleeding since October with intermittent constipation. At rDVM earlier this 
week with concern for colonic mass vs. enlarged lymph node 

• Grade 2/6 heart murmur. Firm stool palpated on abdominal palpation 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: CBC: WNL Chem: WNL EPOC: hypokalemia (3.2), stress 
hyperglycemia (142) fPL: WNL Radiograph from rDVM: soft tissue structure dorsal/part of the colon, 
dry and desiccated stool 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN  

Urinary System 

The bladder was normal in size and shape. The bladder wall was normal in thickness for the volume of 
urine present. The bladder contents were anechoic with echogenic sediment, without visible discrete 
urolith formation. There was no visible inflammation in the bladder or urethra. The iliac trifurcation was 
normal in structure and volume. There was no visible lymphadenopathy. 

Both kidneys were normal in size with a mildly irregular capsule contour. There was a mild to moderate 
increase in cortical echogenicity. The corticomedullary junction was mildly indistinct. There was no pelvic 
dilation. The left kidney measured 3.6 cm in length.  The right kidney measured 3.6 cm in length. 

Adrenal Glands 

Both adrenal glands were normal in size and shape. The parenchyma was homogeneous. The right 
adrenal gland measured 0.37 cm width. The left adrenal gland measured 0.32 cm width.  

Spleen 

The spleen was normal in size with a smooth but scalloping capsule contour. The parenchyma was 
diffusely homogenous with no overt nodules or masses. The spleen measured 0.8 centimeters at the 
hilus. 

Liver 

The liver was normal in size and shape, with a smooth capsule contour. The hepatic parenchyma 
displayed normal echotexture and portal markings. The hepatic vasculature was normal in volume and 
structure.  

The gallbladder was normal in size and shape. The gall bladder was normal in size and shape.  The 
luminal contents were anechoic. The cystic and common bile ducts were normal with no evidence of 
obstruction or inflammation.  

Gastrointestinal 

The stomach was normal in size and shape, with a smooth serosal contour. The stomach wall was 
normal in thickness and layering. The small intestine displayed normal curvilinear patterns 
throughout.  Subjectively normal wall thickness and layering was maintained.  

The ICJ appeared normal in structure and layering. The descending colon displayed a mural mass with 
a complete loss of wall layering. The wall in the descending colon was hypoechoic measuring up to 1.2 
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cm in width. The lumen was compressed. This mass extended for approximately 7.0 to 8.0 cm. There 
was adjacent mesenteric inflammation.  

Pancreas  

The left limb, body and right limb of the pancreas were visualized and found to be normal in size and 
shape. The pancreatic capsule was smooth, without deviation or expansion. The parenchyma was 
isoechoic to the surrounding mesentery. The pancreatic duct was normal in size and appearance. 
There was no evidence of discrete masses or inflammation.  

Free Abdomen 

There were markedly enlarged rounded hypoechoic lymph nodes at the mesenteric root. An example 
of a colic lymph node was 0.6 centimeters by 0.8 centimeters.  

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• Colon mural mass, descending colon 
• Mesenteric lymphadenopathy - ddx reactive vs metastatic 
• Scalloping splenic margins - ddx splenitis vs potential for infiltrative/metastatic disease 
• Age related renal changed, mild 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

This clinical and sonographic presentation could be seen with GI lymphoma or similar. FIP could 
present this way, though less commonly. FNA of the colon wall mass would be needed for further 
assessment. 
 
Stool softeners and fluid support may be helpful pending results of further diagnostics. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Karen Ebersole, DVM, DABVP (Canine and Feline practice)  
 
info@SonoPath.com  

 


