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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

New patient to the clinic ~ 7d Hx of anorexia and general malaise. No v/d. Obtained from hoarding 
house/friend. No previous medical Hx or documentation. 

Distended abdomen ? fluid wave. Non-painful. Blood = m3 monocytosis, FeLV/FIV Neg/Neg. Abdominal 
x-rays => severe loss of detail ? etiology of dz 

Current Medications: Mirataz transdermal (1/29/26 ~ 11am) 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Blood = m3 monocytosis = 2.63 (0.05 - 0.67 x10^9/L) FeLV/FIV 
Neg/Neg. rads attached 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN  

Urinary System 

The bladder was normal in size and shape. The bladder wall was normal in thickness for the volume of 
urine present. The trigone and visible urethra were normal in appearance. The urine was anechoic with 
no visible sediment or uroliths. The pelvic urethra was visualized to a depth of X cm past the 
cystourethral junction. 

The iliac trifurcation was largely obscured by hyperechoic fat in the retroperitoneal space. 

Both kidneys are subnormal in size with a mildly irregular capsule contour. The cortex is hypoechoic. The 
corticomedullary junction is mildly indistinct. There is no visible pelvic dilation. The left kidney measured 
2.8 cm. The right kidney measured 3.0 cm. 

Adrenal Glands 

Both adrenal glands were normal in size and shape. The parenchyma was homogeneous. Right measures 
0.30 cm. Left measures 0.31 cm. 

Spleen 

The spleen was subnormal in size, possibly due to volume contraction. The capsule contour is mildly 
irregular. The parenchyma is hypoechoic with no overt nodules. The spleen measures 0.60 cm in width 
at the hilus.  

Liver 

The liver was normal in size and shape, with a smooth capsule contour. The hepatic parenchyma 
displayed normal echotexture and portal markings. The hepatic vasculature was normal in volume and 
structure.  

The gallbladder in this cat was bi-lobed, which is a normal variant in cats. Both gallbladders were normal 
in size and shape, with anechoic contents. The cystic duct and common bile duct were normal in size with 
no evidence of inflammation or obstruction. 

Gastrointestinal 

The stomach and small intestines are largely obscured by the diffuse hyperechoic mesentery. The visible 
loops of bowel appear normal in thickness and layering.   
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Pancreas 

The visible pancreas appears normal in size with rounded capsule contour and hyperechoic 
parenchyma.   

Free Abdomen 

A moderate volume, cellular peritoneal effusion was present. The mesentery was hyperechoic and 
irregular with a diffuse nodular pattern. 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• Marked peritoneal effusion with nodular mesentery. 
• Interstitial nephritis pattern both kidneys. 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

This clinical and sonographic presentation could be consistent with wet form FIP. Abdominocentesis 
with fluid analysis and FIP PCR is recommended. A cytospin of a freshly collected abdominal fluid 
sample is also recommended. Lymphoma could also present this way. FNA of the spleen could be 
considered if the fluid is non-diagnostic. Prognosis is guarded pending further diagnostics. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Karen Ebersole, DVM, DABVP (Canine and Feline practice)  
info@SonoPath.com  

 


