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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
about 2 weeks ago o noticed p was drinking alot of water, p is doing alot of excessive grooming 
hind paws and by the rectal area, wasn't eating very much last week, noticed p is drooling, always 
drooled,, gave mirataz, now is eating better, drinking decreased again 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Oral Cavity: mild dental tartar present, 
CV/Respiratory: No murmur/arrhythmia or crackles/wheezing auscultated. Synchronous pulses, 
normal rate. Normal bronchovesicular sounds. Abd/GI: Soft non painful abdomen, no 
organomegaly, small mid abdominal round mass/thickening palpated  
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 
 
2 orthogonal views 
  
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The body condition score is 5/9 with the skin outlining the dorsal spinous processes.  
 
Ovoid mineral opacities appear to be attached or in close proximity to the proximal third of rib 12 
on both sides. 
 
The abdominal detail is good; diaphragm and abdominal wall are intact. 
 
The liver is located within the costal arch and the caudo-ventral lobe is pointed. 
 
The head of the spleen appears physiological. 
 
The stomach contains a small amount of air; small intestinal loops close to the right abdominal 
wall are slightly larger than the reset and contain gas. A focal wall thickening is evident on both 
images in the cranially located, gas filled small intestinal loop. Colon and rectum contain a large 
amount of partially formed feces. 
 
Both renal shadows appear physiological. The bladder is located in the abdominal cavity and 
contains a moderate amount of homogeneous fluid opacity.  
 
The region of the sublumbar lymph nodes appears physiological. 

 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Mild ileus 
• Focal wall thickening small intestine 
• Mineralization close to ribs 12 (incidental finding) 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The mild, localized ileus suggests a focal obstruction or may be due to inflammation. In 
association with the localized wall thickening this may be due to a tumor; differential diagnoses 
are granuloma and mucous plug.  Abdominal ultrasound is recommended with the focus on wall 
thickness and layering. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 
Dr.H.Rudorf@gmail.com 

 
 


