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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS

History: Patient presented for not jumping/acting like herself since Tuesday. Seems very tense and
tucked over. Not eating food this morning

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Painful on cervical dorsal extension and on palpation of
thoracolumbar region. Grade 2 luxating patella on right pelvic limb

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE SPINE AND PELVIS

Spine

The surrounding muscles and fat layers appear physiological.

Number and shape of the vertebrae are physiological. The skeletal structures are well mineralized and
have smooth surfaces; no osteolysis is evident along the spine; both caudal aspects of the lumbar end

plates are outlined. The articular facets have smooth outlines.

The L1/2-disc space appears slightly narrower than the adjacent ones. A semi-circular, soft tissue
opacity is located dorsal to the intervertebral disc space L5/6.

Pelvis
The skin surfaces are smooth, and the muscles appear to be symmetrically developed.

All bones are well mineralized, have a normal trabecular structure and a smooth surface. Cortical-
medullary development and differentiation of the long bones are physiological.

The centre of both femoral heads is superimposed onto the respective dorsal acetabular margin. The
cranial acetabular edges are straight; both hip joints appear congruent with even subchondral bone
surfaces. No new bone formation is evident.

The right patella is superimposed onto the lateral condyle, the left is located in its groove. Slight
medial bowing is centred on the stifle joints.

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS

e Possible disc material ventral spinal canal L5/6
e Possible disc space narrowing L1/2
e Subluxation right patella

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

Accurate positioning of the spine is difficult, even under G.A., and cord compression can only be
identified with myelography or in cross sectional imaging. Depending on the severity of the clinical
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signs, CT or MRI will be thus necessary in case an extruded disc needs to be removed. | recommend
ruling out pancreatic disease prior to further spinal imaging.

Both aspects caudal end plates

Semicircular opacity:in foramen

Possible. discgspace naiio)

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding
pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if
| can be of any further assistance please contact me.

Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR
dr.h.rudorf@gmail.com



