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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: P was having reverser sneezing and coughing the did not respond to the owner for 30 seconds 
(unconscious?) after then went back to herself right away. otherwise , everything is normal . no 
abnormal heart sound nor lung sounds are detected during physical exam. normal blood work 
including bnp and thyroid. p gained weight. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 
 

The body condition score is 7/9 with smooth alternating layers of fat and soft tissue opacity.  
 
The bony structures appear physiological.  
 
The lungs are in contact with the thoracic boundaries and the tips are pointed. The lobar vessels are 
clearly visible to the tertiary branches. The bronchial tree is thin walled and tapers uniformly towards 
the periphery.  
 
The cranial mediastinum is of physiological size and opacity. The trachea runs parallel to the thoracic 
vertebrae and dips at the carina.  
 
The cardiac silhouette occupies 85% of the chest height and 3.5 intercostal spaces. No chamber or 
outflow tract enlargement is evident.  
 
The ventral liver lobe is pointed and located within the costal arch. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Physiological study 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

I can see no changes that would explain the clinical signs. However, pharyngeal, tracheal or bronchial 
collapse could be present and tracheoscopy is necessary to rule this out. Other causes for reverse 
sneezing include allergies, nasal foreign body, tonsillar enlargement as well as nasal inflammation or 
infection.  
 
TECHNICAL COMMENTS 
 

Non-DICOM images were submitted. The transformation from DICOM to other formats reduces the 

image quality and only allows limited manipulation of the image. More subtle lesions can thus easily 

be missed. For the best possible imaging reports, I suggest submitting DICOM images in the future. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 

dr.h.rudorf@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


