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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
S: Pet is here for exam. O noticed a small lump in the genital area. No D/V/C/S E/U/D/D ok O: 
BAR, mm-pink, CRT<2sec, EENT, H/L, Abdo, U/G- round soft tissue mass prolapsing through 
vulva, skin and coat A: possible uterine mass vs others 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THORAX AND ABDOMEN 
 
Thorax: 2 orthogonal views  
Thorax and abdomen: 2 orthogonal views 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The body condition score is 6/9 with smooth alternating layers of fat and soft tissue opacity.  
 
Four sacral vertebrae are present. 
 
Thorax 
 
The lungs are in contact with the thoracic boundaries and the tips are pointed. The lobar vessels 
are clearly visible. The bronchial tree is thin walled, partially calcified and tapers uniformly 
towards the periphery.  
 
The cranial mediastinum is of physiological size and opacity. The trachea diverges from the 
thoracic vertebrae and the carina is located at T5.  
 
The cardiac silhouette occupies 75% of the chest height and 3 intercostal spaces (VHS 9). The 
caudal heart border is at the same level as the caudal border of a rib, but no chamber or outflow 
tract enlargement is obvious.   
 
Abdomen 
 
The abdominal detail is good; diaphragm and abdominal wall are intact. 
 
The liver is located within the costal arch and the caudo-ventral lobe is pointed. 
 
The spleen appears physiological. 
 
The stomach contains a moderate amount of air. Distribution and size of the small intestinal loops 
appear physiological. Colon and rectum contain a moderate amount of unformed fecal matter. 
 
The left renal shadow has a physiological size, shape and opacity; the right is obscured by 
intestinal loops. The bladder is located in the abdominal cavity, is round and contains a small 
amount of homogeneous fluid opacity.  
 
A tubular structure of soft tissue opacity is visible between the pubic brim (1cm diameter) and 
cranial bladder (0.5cm diameter).  
 
The sublumbar region appears physiological. 
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RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Variation of uterine body diameter 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
I can see no metastases. A uterine diameter of 1cm is not unusual but should be viewed in light 
with the last season. Ultrasound will allow assessment of uterine wall and contents. Directing the 
transducer into the pelvic canal may allow identification of fluid or mass in the vagina; the same 
can be tried by placing the transducer on the vulva. For the assessment of the size of a vaginal 
mass a retrograde vagino-urethrogram is probably the most useful imaging tool. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 
Dr.H.Rudorf@gmail.com 

 
 


