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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS

History: Limping on LF for a week, possible closed Ulnar Fracture Temp= 102.5*F
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Current Med: None CBC/Chem= Pending

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ELBOWS

Soft tissue swelling is present cranial to the proximal antebrachium and possibly caudal to the distal
humerus.

The proximal ulnar growth plate and distal antebrachial growth plates are open. The proximal radial
growth plate is closed.

Irregular, almost palisading new bone formation with a brush border appearance is located on the
cranio-proximal radius. On the cranio-caudal view the new bone is also visible with a central gap and
the suggestion of a sclerotic, linear bone opacity.

The elbow joints are congruent with smooth subchondral bone surfaces.
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS

e Open proximal ulnar growth plate
e Active bone reaction
e Possible sequestrum

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

The changes are highly suggestive of trauma with osteomyelitis. A cat bite injury can be assumed. An
oblique view or a CT examination is necessary to verify the impression of a sequestrum.
Ultrasonographic examination of the swelling is recommended to identify fluid/abscesses, the content
of which should be sampled.

Proximal ulnar and radial growth plate usually close at the same time and it is unusual for the proximal
ulnar growth plate to remain so wide open while the distal antebrachial growth plates are beginning
to close. A radiograph of the other leg should be obtained to compare growth plate closure. Should
the proximal ulnar growth plate be closed on the right, infection or changes due to a partial avulsion
have to be considered.
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding
pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if
| can be of any further assistance please contact me.

Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR
dr.h.rudorf@gmail.com



