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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
P is here with us because the animal hospital that they normally, Pet have Hx of renal 
insufficiency, picky with food and not eating well, haven't been defecating and scooting 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THORAX AND ABDOMEN 
 
2x lateral and 1x VD catogram,  
Abdomen: 2 orthogonal views 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
A large amount of peripheral fat is present (BCS 9/9). A round, heterogeneously soft tissue 
opacity is partially superimposed onto the ventral skin fold level with L5/6.  
 
Mild spondylosis is present ventral L5/6 and bone spurs are present on the sternum. The opacity 
of the dorsal spinous processes and ribs appears to be reduced.  
 
Thorax 
 
The lungs are in contact with the thoracic boundaries and the tips are pointed. The lobar vessels 
are visible. The degree of pulmonary expansion is fair.  
 
The cranial mediastinum is of physiological size and opacity. The trachea diverges from the 
thoracic vertebrae and the carina is located at T5.  
 
The cardiac silhouette occupies 75% of the chest height and 2 intercostal spaces. The aortic arch 
is prominent on all views.  
 
Abdomen 
 
The small intestinal loops have congregated in the mid-ventral abdomen and the abdominal detail 
on the left lateral recumbent view is reduced in this region. In right lateral recumbency the 
impression is that of an enlarged tail of the spleen, surrounded by intestinal loops. On the VD 
view a blunted, tubular structure with a region of increased opacity is located just caudal to the 
head of the spleen and extends along the left abdominal wall. 
 
The liver is located within the costal arch and the caudo-ventral lobe is pointed. 
 
The head of the spleen appears physiological.  
 
The stomach is empty; the small intestinal loops are located in the mid-ventral abdomen and 
contain gas, the position of which varies in the different views. Colon and rectum contain a 
moderate amount of formed fecal matter. 
 
Both renal shadows appear small with irregular margins. The bladder is located in the abdominal 
cavity and contains a large amount of homogeneous fluid opacity.  
 
The sublumbar region appears physiological. 
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RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Renal disease 
• Possible osteopenia 
• Localized reduced abdominal detail 
• Possible splenomegaly 

Incidental finding 
• Skin mass 
• Spondylosis, mild 
• Sternal new bone 
• Obesity 

 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
Renal size and shape are representative for the known renal disease. The impression of 
osteopenia of thin bones could be the result of renal secondary hyperparathyroidism but may 
also be an artefact due to the obesity. Obesity is known to impair lung function and weight 
control is strongly recommended.  
 
The localized loss of abdominal detail could be the result of the close proximity of the intestinal 
loops but an enlarged spleen, pancreatic or mesenteric mass are differential diagnoses. 
Abdominal ultrasound is recommended to rule out splenomegaly, intestinal wall infiltrate (e.g. 
tumor) and mesenteric mass or mesenteric inflammation due to pancreatic disease. 
 
The prominent aortic arch is most likely an age related anatomical variation, but 
echocardiography is recommended if a heart murmur is audible.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 
Dr.H.Rudorf@gmail.com 

 
 


