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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History: 3 days ago presented to ER for subacute severe vomiting - ER reported temperature of 104.4 
- inconclusive findings on abdominal and thoracic radiographs at ER. Presented to us today (11/6/25) 
for recheck. 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Patient is completely asymptomatic however still maintains a 
fever of 105.4. Chem / CBC / Lytes / cPL: indicates hemoconcentration however all else 
unremarkable. 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE ABDOMEN 

The body condition score is 6/9 with smooth, alternating layers of fat and soft tissue opacity.  

The bony structures appear physiological.  

The abdominal organs are surrounded by a small amount of fat; diaphragm and abdominal wall are 
intact. 

The liver is located within the costal arch and the caudo-ventral lobe is pointed. 

The spleen appears physiological. 

The stomach is moderately distended with air and the pylorus is located close to the diaphragm on one 
VD and the left lateral recumbent views. Distribution of the small intestinal (SI) loops appears 
physiological; SI size varies, so does the air filling. The gas filled cecum is located in the right cranial 
abdomen. Colon and rectum contain a moderate amount of unformed fecal matter. 

The left renal shadow has a physiological size, shape and opacity; the right is obscured by intestinal 
loops. The bladder is compressed by the colonic contents.   

The sublumbar region appears physiological. 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

• Variable size and gas filling of SI loops 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Variation is SI size and type of filling is within the normal range. Diarrhea can have a variety of causes, 
e.g., parasitic inflammation, viral infection, food intolerance, stress, IBD and tumor. Levels of B12 and 
folate should be tested, if it has not already been done. Hemoconcentration may be caused by volume 
loss due to the diarrhea. For further examination abdominal ultrasound is recommended to assess GIT 
wall thickness and layering and to look for causes that can explain the elevated temperature (e.g., 
lymphadenitis). 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 

Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 
info@sonopath.com 

mailto:info@sonopath.com

