
 

  

PATIENT 

Blackberry Bala 10702 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Pit Bull Mix 

SEX 

Spayed Female 

AGE 

8 Years 

  

INTERPRETED BY 

Heike Rudorf, DVM, 

Dr. med. Vet., 

DipECVDI DVR 

HOSPITAL NAME 

Blandford AH  

REFERRING VET 

Dr. Lapierre 

  INVOICE 

17631 

DATE 

10/7/22 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Leading up to and the morning of Tuesday the 27th of Sept. she was healthy and acutely lame 
by lunchtime of the same day. By Monday October 3rd she was walking perfectly and was fine at 
Tuesday Oct. 4th at noon. By 8pm Oct 4th she was acutely lame again and has not gotten better. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE STIFLES 
 

An oval soft tissue opacity is located in or superimposed onto the soft tissues cranial to the tibia. 

The stifle joint has smooth subchondral bone surfaces and the centre of the femoral condyles is in 

line with the intercondylar eminence. The fat pad is cranially displaced and the caudal fascial plains 

are reduced by a soft tissue opacity within the joint. Two calcified specks are evident just caudal to 

the intercondylar eminence and two small osteophytes are located in the region of the tibial insertion 

of the cranial cruciate ligament.  The patella is located in its groove. 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

R stifle 
 

• Effusion 
• Calcification  
• Soft tissue nodule cranial to tibia (incidental finding) 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

The most likely cause for the soft tissue opacity in the joint is an effusion. This could be due to cruciate 
ligament damage or fibrosis. In association with the calcified specks and osteophytes, cruciate damage 
is likely. 
 
TECHNICAL COMMENTS 
 

A tape is superimposed onto the stifles on the VD view 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 

dr.h.rudorf@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


