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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: Had radiographs taken on 10-13-21 due to possible pulmonary edema during intubation. 

Retaking radiographs to recheck the lungs and heart. 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX 

 

The body condition score is 6/9.  

 

Age related skeletal immaturity is noted. The last two sternebrae are fused and some intersternebral 

spaces are decreased.  

 

The lungs are in contact with the thoracic boundaries and the tips are pointed; the volume appears 

normal compared to the images dated 10/13/21. A general haziness still obscures the tertiary vascular 

branches of both caudal lobes and highlights the bronchi. 

 

The cranial mediastinum appears physiological.  

 

The cardiac silhouette occupies 85% of the chest height and 2 intercostal spaces and the sternal 

contact is increased. On the VD view both atria appear prominent, giving the cardiac silhouette a 

valentine like appearance. 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Potential bi-atrial enlargement 

• Interstitial pattern, mild 

• Congenital sternal abnormality (incidental finding) 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The lung changes have almost resolved. The cardiac silhouette now suggests bi-atrial enlargement 

and elongation though the heart usually appears elongated on the VD compared to the DV view.  

 

Echocardiography is recommended to rule out cardiac pathology (HCM) as the underlying reason for 

the interstitial pattern.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 

visible in the image/video clips provided.  

 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 

dr.h.rudorf@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


