
 

 

PATIENT 

Lulu Boyle 

SPECIES 

Canine 

BREED 

Shih Tzu 

SEX 

FS 

AGE 

3 

INTERPRETED BY 

 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, 

Dr. med. Vet., 
DipECVDI DVR  

HOSPITAL NAME 

Animal Paradise 
Hospital 

REFERRING VET 

Dr. Hellwarth 

  INVOICE 

49387 

DATE 

1-7-22 

PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
Seizures, pet has had 2 of them within the last 2 weeks. Last one was for 4 days ago -they last 
about 45 seconds P gets stiff then comes out of the seizure, O said he can tell the P is still out of it 
looking at her eyes E/D/U/D OK NO C/S/V/D normal activity no other pets at home Didnt get 
into anything out of the ordinary per o 
 
RADIOGRAPH OF THORAX AND ABDOMEN 
 
Abdomen: 2 orthogonal views 
Thorax: 3x lateral, 1x DV 
 
RADIOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
The body condition score is 7/9 with smooth alternating layers of fat and soft tissue opacity.  
 
The bony structures appear physiological.  
 
Thorax 
 
The lungs are in contact with the thoracic boundaries and the tips are pointed. The lobar vessels 
are clearly visible to the tertiary branches. The bronchial tree is thin walled and tapers uniformly 
towards the periphery.  
 
The cranial mediastinum is of physiological size and opacity. The trachea diverges from the 
thoracic vertebrae and the carina is located at T5/6.  
 
The cardiac silhouette occupies 80% of the chest height and 2.5 intercostal spaces (VHS 9.5). No 
chamber or outflow tract enlargement is evident.   
 
Abdomen 
 
The abdominal detail is good; diaphragm and abdominal wall are intact. 
 
The liver is located well within the costal arch and the caudo-ventral lobe is slightly rounded. 
 
The gastric axis appears upright and is located within the costal arch on the VD view. Measuring 
the gastric axis from the region of the esophagus to the pylorus, it runs parallel to the ribs which is 
physiological. The small intestinal loops have a physiological distribution and size. Colon and 
rectum contain a moderate amount of fecal matter. 
 
The spleen appears physiological. 
 
Both renal shadows appear to have a physiological size. The bladder is located in the abdominal 
cavity and contains a small amount of homogeneous fluid opacity.  
 
The sublumbar region appears physiological. 
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RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 
 

• Possibly mild reduction of hepatic size 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The most likely reason for the seizures is an idiopathic origin but abdominal ultrasound is 
recommended to rule out liver disease and a secondary shunt. Blood work should include pre- 
and post-prandial bile acids. Cross-sectional imaging of the brain is recommended to rule out 
masses and inflammation if the hepatic examination is normal. Alternatively, seizure treatment 
could be initiated and may already be curative.  

 

 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or 
if I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 
Dr.H.Rudorf@gmail.com 

 
 


