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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

 

History: MESSI IS A 11MONTH OLD NM, INDOOR ONLY WITH SCREEENED IN PATIO EXPOSURE, BACK 

IN FEBUARY O NOTICED STRANGE BREATHING FROM P, FOR THE PAST 1-2 WEEKS O NOTICED P 

WEEZING EOD, P IS NOT ACTIVE WHEN IT HAPPENS, P HAS SOFT STOOL SOMETIMES, OTHERWISE 

P APPETITE IS GOOD, ENERGY LEVEL IS GOOD, O IS INTERSETED IN DOING XRAYS 

 

Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: EENT: OU clear. Clear AU. No cough on tracheal palpation, but 

listening to ventral cervical area with stethoscope---> high-pitched whistling on respiration Lymph 

Nodes: submandibular, prescapular and popliteal lymph nodes normal size, shape and consistency 

 

RADIOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE THORAX  

 

The body condition score is 6/9 with smooth alternating layers of fat and soft tissue opacity.  

 

Skeletal immaturity consistent with the given age is noted.  

 

The lungs are in contact with the thoracic boundaries and the tips are pointed. The lobar vessels are 

visible, but the tertiary vessels appear blurred, and some bronchi highlighted on the VD view.  

 

A soft tissue opacity is located cranial to the cardiac silhouette and separated from it by a thin, fat 

opacity. 

 

The cardiac silhouette occupies 75% of the chest height and 2.5 intercostal spaces. No chamber or 

outflow tract enlargement is obvious.  

 

RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS 

 

• Focal interstitial pattern R caudal lobe 

• Mediastinal soft tissue opacity 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

The interstitial pattern in the right caudal lobe on the VD view could be the result of a previous right 

lateral recumbency with incomplete expansion of the right caudal lobe.  Possible differential 

diagnoses for a true infiltrate in a young animal include: 

 

• Inflammation (allergic, smoke inhalation) 

• Infection (viral, bacterial, fungal, parasitic) 

• Edema 

The imaging findings should be correlated with the clinical findings before further evaluation by 

means of tracheobronchoscopy with bronchoalveolar lavage is carried out. Early feline asthma is 

possible. 

The opacity cranial to the heart is only visible on the lateral view and most likely represents the 

thymus. 
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TECHNICAL COMMENTS 

Lead sleeve in primary beam 

 

 
 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 

referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding 

pathology that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   
 

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if 

I can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

 
Heike Rudorf, DVM, Dr. med. vet., DipECVDI, DVR 

dr.h.rudorf@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


