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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Patient presented for having a "praying" position at home, not eating, and not able to get comfortable at 
home. Yesterday we took an xray and a large rock was noted in the small intestines. We currently had 
him on IV fluids and the rock as since moved into the colon and surgery was not needed. Did an AUS bc 
patient has never eaten a foreign body before and trying to rule out causes for eating foreign material all 
of a sudden 
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: ALK PHOS 211 IU/L (5 - 131) GLUCOSE 159 mg/dL (70 - 138) 
PrecisionPSL 144 U/L (24 - 140) Neutrophils 12325 /mL (2060 - 10600) Monocytes 870 /mL (0 - 840) 
Urine Protein 3+ UPC 0.5 (<0.5) Anaplasma + 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN  

Urinary System 

The bladder is moderately distended with anechoic urine. No uroliths are seen. The bladder wall is 
normal in appearance and thickness. No masses are seen. No papillae seen. 

The visible right kidney appears normal. Precise measurement is not able to be obtained, as the entire 
image of the kidney in one view was not provided.  
 
The left kidney presents normal size (7.3 cm) with normal shape and architecture. Normal 
corticomedullary distinction. No pyelectasia, ureteral dilation or nephrolithiasis. 

Adrenal Glands 

The right adrenal gland is not clearly seen.  

The left adrenal gland presents normal shape and homogenous parenchyma. The phrenic vasculature is 
unremarkable. The caudal pole measures 4.4 mm. 

Spleen 

The spleen is normal in size, shape, margination and echogenicity. No masses are seen. 

Liver 

The liver presents normal size and shape with smooth lobar margins. The parenchyma has normal 
echogenicity with normal echotexture. No focal lesions are seen. Intrahepatic bile ducts are normal. 
Normal vascular pattern. 
 
The gallbladder presents normal size with anechoic contents. Normal gallbladder wall. No evidence of 
bile duct distention or obstruction. 

Gastrointestinal 

The stomach and intestines have normal wall layering and thickness.  

There is hyperechoic intraluminal object in an image labeled “colon rock”. This object is not creating any 
large degree of hard shadowing. It is suspected to be the rock seen on radiographs that has moved into 
the colon. 
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Pancreas 

No pathology seen in the area of the pancreas.   

Free Abdomen 

There are no enlarged abdominal lymph nodes seen on this exam. No free abdominal fluid is seen. 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• Suspected rock in colon.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

No cause identified on this ultrasound for the reason the patient ate the rock. 

 

The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Greg Kuhlman, DVM, DACVIM (SAIM)   Veterinary Internal Medicine Specialist  
info@SonoPath.com 
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