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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

• Been on behavior meds chronically, pet had behavioral redirected aggressive outburst within 
the last 3 weeks and was unable to be medicated. 

• Appetite dec. w/ out progressive weight loss (11.7 to 9 lbs) 
• Still drinking (potential pu/pd) 
• Only eating small amounts even w/ PLO MIrtaz started 2 weeks ago. 
• Meds: Sertaline 20mg/ml 0.13 ml SID for behavior, Gaba 50 -100 mg PO BID PRN for 

behavior/pain. Convenia inj. 3/9/26, Clavamox 228.5/5ml 1.5 ml BID started 3/9/26. Mirtaz 
transdermal 1.5 strip to eat pinna Q 24 hours. 

• Question: is this acute to subacute weight loss/ inappetence due to pyelonephritis +/- chronic 
kidney disease, other renal disease, FIP, GI disease, Hepatic disease, or neoplasia 

• Rads: L6-L7 spondylosis, potential DJD changes at C6 region L lateral. Felv/FIV, Neg. Mono 
1.45 H - suspect stress leukogram vs. chronic inflammation, Neut 19.09 H, ALB 1.7 L, AMY 
1701 Historically High, FPL Normal, Phos 6 H, Crea 1.6 H, TP 9 H, Glob 7.2 H, Alb/Glob ratio 
0.23 (<0.4) -question about potential FIP differential. IDEXX SDMA 18 H, Urine: USG 1.025, 
Urine protein 2+, Urine Creat 176.1, UPC 1.1, Blood/hgb 2+, WBC 20-30, RBC 20-30. No 
bacteria seen except intracellular bacteria observed on microscope in clinc. Epi Cells Rare 0-1 
 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN 

Urinary System 

The urinary bladder, trigone, and pelvic urethra presented normal thicknesses and normal tone. The 
ureters were not visible which is normal. No uroliths or sediment were visualized and anechoic urine 
was present. No evidence of inflammatory or neoplastic changes was noted.  Ureteral papillae were 
normal. 

The kidneys revealed normal size and structure, corticomedullary definition and ratio for this age. The 
cortices presented largely uniform texture with normal echogenic relationship to liver and spleen. 
Medullary structure differed distinctly from the cortex and no evidence of pelvic dilation was present. 
The capsules were acceptably uniform without significant irregularities. Slight pinpoint mineralization 
was noted, yet non-obstructive. The left kidney measured 3.7 cm. The right kidney measured 3.5 cm.  

 

Adrenal Glands 

Both adrenal glands were visualized and recognized as having normal shape, size, position and 
echogenicity for this breed. The phrenic vasculature, glandular echogenicity and detail were 
unremarkable. Capsule, cortex, and medullary definition were normal for this age patient. The left 
adrenal gland measured 0.34 cm. The right adrenal gland measured 0.33 cm.  

 

Spleen 

The spleen in this patient was mildly enlarged with uniform parenchyma and was folded upon itself 
cranially. This is a positional variant and is not pathological. There was no evidence of significant disease. 
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Liver 

The liver images submitted revealed subjectively normal liver size, contour, and structure. Parenchymal 
echogenicity was naturally coarse and hypoechoic to the spleen. The portal vein to vena cava ratio was 
1:1.  The portal vein measured 0.5 cm. There was no evidence of macroscopic shunting. Intraheaptic 
venous drainage into the vena cava was normal. The gallbladder presented acceptably thin walls with 
primarily anechoic content. The cystic and common bile ducts were normal. No pathological hepatic 
lymphadenopathy was evident. No overt structural evidence of inflammatory, infiltrative or 
regenerative pathology was evident.  

 

Gastrointestinal 

There was some residual chyme and gas was noted in the stomach, yet not pathological. This is 
consistent with post prandial presentation. Transit of chyme into the small intestine was normal. 
Curvilinear patterns were maintained throughout the GI tract. No evidence of pathology. Small and 
large intestine demonstrated normal luminal chyme and stool consistency respectively. No obstructive 

or overt infiltrative disease was noted. No associated abnormal lymphatic activity was noted.  

 

Pancreas 

The base and limbs of the pancreas were observed to be largely isoechoic to surrounding omental fat. 
Pancreatic duct and capsular contour were acceptably normal and parenchyma respected normal 
curvilinear patterns. No overt evidence of active inflammatory or neoplastic disease was noted.  

 

 ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Slight renal mineralization, no evidence of portosystemic shunting.  
 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

The cause of weight loss and low albumin is unclear. No evidence of significant structural disease other 
than minor renal mineralization.  

Maldigestion panel, three view chest radiographs and full CNS examination is recommended to examine 
for occult disease that could be responsible for the weight loss. Evaluation for competitive eating 
environments should also be considered.  

 
Internal medicine consult can be utilized through Sonopath.com. You can select the internal medicine 
drop down at http://spa.sonopath.com/. 

One of the world’s top internists & SonoPath associate Dr. Remo Lobetti  BVSc, MMedVet, PhD, 

DECVIM can evaluate your case through SonoPath. https://sonopath.com/resources/sonopath-
services/internal-medicine-teleconsultation-services 

 

http://spa.sonopath.com/
https://sonopath.com/resources/sonopath-services/internal-medicine-teleconsultation-services
https://sonopath.com/resources/sonopath-services/internal-medicine-teleconsultation-services
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Eric Lindquist, DMV, DABVP, Cert. IVUSS, CEO of SonoPath.com 

info@SonoPath.com  

 

mailto:info@SonoPath.com

