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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Elevations in blood work. Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Elevated Calcium 12.4 (norm 8.9-11.4) 
and low Phosphorus 2.4 (norm 2.5-6) 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE THRYOID  

Both thyroid lobes and regional tissues were imaged in this patient. The salivary glands, esophagus, 
carotid, and regional tissues were unremarkable. The left thyroid lobe revealed heterogeneous nodular 
changes. However, contrast resolution was challenging to differentiate parathyroids from thyroid 
remodeling. The largest nodule noted measured 4.0 mm at the cranial pole of the left thyroid lobe. 
However, minor heterogeneous changes noted elsewhere on the thyroid lobe up to 3.0 mm. The right 
thyroid lobe was unremarkable with a 3.0 mm nodule at the mid thyroid body.  

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• Heterogeneous, nodular left thyroid lobe changes.  
• Right thyroid nodule.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

If the patient’s hypercalcemia panel strongly suggests primary hyperthyroidism, the likelihood is that 
the cranial left parathyroid measuring 4.0 mm is likely the primary tumor. However, contrast resolution 
was difficult to definitively diagnose parathyroid adenoma in this patient on this image set, 
unfortunately. 
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
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