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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History:        -Has been vomiting about twice a week -Last vomited Sunday and yesterday, gave him 1/4 
of a cerenia tablet yesterday around noon. -Owner is feeding him whatever he'll eat and he'll nibble on 
his dry kibble 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:        Chem/CBC/UA: Monocytes 1.795 K/µL, 0.042 - 0.467 K/µL 
Platelets 445 K/µL, 100 - 440 K/µL Spec fPL 7.0 µg/L, 0.0 - 4.4 µg/L 
 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN 

Urinary System 

The urinary bladder, trigone, and pelvic urethra presented normal thicknesses and normal tone. The 
ureters were not visible which is normal. No uroliths or sediment were visualized and anechoic urine 
was present. No evidence of inflammatory or neoplastic changes was noted.  Ureteral papillae were 
normal. 

 

The kidneys revealed largely normal size and structure, corticomedullary definition and ratio (cortex 
1/3 of medulla) were essentially maintained with some age-related loss of curvilinear patterns regarding 
the capsule and C/M junction. The cortices presented largely uniform texture with some increased 
echogenicity expected for this age patient. Medullary structure differed distinctly from that of the 
cortex and no evidence of pelvic dilation was present. The left kidney measured 3.86 cm. The right 
kidney measured 4.42 cm.  

 

Adrenal Glands 

Both adrenal glands were visualized and recognized as having normal shape, size, position and 
echogenicity for this breed. The phrenic vasculature, glandular echogenicity and detail were 
unremarkable. Capsule, cortex, and medullary definition were normal for this age patient. The left 
adrenal gland measured 0.3 cm. The right adrenal gland measured 0.35 cm.  

 

Spleen 

The spleen in this patient was uniform, yet volume contracted. Hydration status should be assessed.  

 

Liver 

The liver images submitted revealed subjectively normal liver size, contour, and structure. Parenchymal 
echogenicity was naturally coarse and hypoechoic to the spleen. Vascular and biliary tracts were of 
normal volume with no evidence of congestion. The gallbladder wall was mildly echogenic and thickened 
with mildly increased portal markings.  
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Gastrointestinal 

The stomach was over distended with fluid. This is consistent with ileus or obstruction. 
Hyperperistalsis was noted.  The upper duodenum was dilated and was followed by empty small 
intestine in an obstructive pattern.  One view revealed a 2.0 cm structure that is presumed to be a 
foreign body. The mesenteric lymph nodes were enlarged, hypoechoic and irregular with loss of 
structural detail measuring 3.2 x 1.6 cm with reactive surrounding mesentery. 

 

Pancreas 

The base and limbs of the pancreas were observed to be largely isoechoic to surrounding omental fat. 
Pancreatic duct and capsular contour were acceptably normal and parenchyma respected normal 
curvilinear patterns. No overt evidence of active inflammatory or neoplastic disease was noted.  

  

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Variable intestinal thickening with obstructive pattern and reactive mesentery.  

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

Recommend exploratory surgery in this patient with GI and lymph node biopsies and culture. 
Underlying GI and lymph node based disease along with obstruction is evident.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.  

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Eric Lindquist, DMV, DABVP (CFM), Cert. IVUSS, CEO of SonoPath.com 

info@SonoPath.com  

mailto:info@SonoPath.com

