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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Gypsy, a 6-year-old female feline, presented for hair loss on her lower back and tail. The hair loss began 
after she played in a powdered insecticide product. She is grooming more than usual and is seen chewing 
at the affected areas. A bath seemed to offer temporary relief. Her behavior has changed recently; she 
spends less time with the owner during the day but has started sleeping on them in the evening, which is 
not typical for her. There are no other itchy pets in the household. - Alopecia is present on the hind end, 
tail, and sides of the legs. Some hair shafts appear broken, consistent with self-trauma from chewing. 
Minor erythema noted on the abdomen. No active fleas or flea dirt observed. Current Medications 
prednisolone 5mg PO SID 
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: labwork from 11/12/2025 - albumin 25 (ref 26 - 39 g/L) - lipase 
81 (ref 0 - 45 U/L) - spec fPL 25.3 (ref 0.0 - 4.4 µg/L) - UA: quiet sediment, USG->1.050, protein neg 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN 

Urinary System 

The urinary bladder, trigone, and visible pelvic urethra were of normal thickness. The ureters were not 
visible which is normal. There was normal wall layering with no masses, uroliths or abnormal thickening 
visualized. Urine was anechoic. No evidence of inflammatory or neoplastic changes were noted.  

The kidneys were both normal size and structure, with smooth capsule and normal corticomedullary 
definition and ratio. Medullary structure differed distinctly from that of the cortex. No evidence of 
pelvic dilation was present. Left kidney measured 3.71 cm. Right kidney measured 4.1 cm. 

Adrenal Glands 

Adrenal glands are visualized and measured on still images only. Resolution is inadequate to assess 
glandular detail or confirm measurement. Left measures 0.36 cm in thickness. Right measures 0.30 cm 
in thickness. 

Spleen 

The spleen was normal with age appropriate homogeneous parenchyma and a smooth capsule with 
normal splenic vasculature with no signs of congestion or thrombosis. No sonographic evidence of acute 
or chronic inflammatory, neoplastic, or infarct changes were noted.  

Liver 

The liver is subjectively normal in size with normal contours and structure. There is age appropriate 
echogenicity and echotexture. No overt structural evidence of inflammatory, infiltrative or regenerative 
pathology is evident. Vascular and biliary tracts are of normal volume with no evidence of congestion.  

Gall bladder is moderately distended with normal wall thickness and anechoic contents. Common bile 
duct is non-distended and tapers normally. 

Gastrointestinal 

The stomach contains ingesta. It measures at a normal thickness of with some variability due to the 
presence of rugal folds. The distinction of the gastric wall layers is adequate. No masses or focal lesions 
were observed.  
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The visualized areas of duodenum, jejunum and ileum have a relatively uniform diameter with ingesta 
throughout. Wall thickness is normal. Bowel loops follow a curvilinear path with distinct wall layering 
maintaining the typical 1:3 muscularis:mucosa layer ratio. There were no focal lesions consistent with 
obstruction or a mass effect observed.  

Sections of colon are visualized with formed fecal material and gas shadowing distally. There is no 
observed focal or generalized colon wall thickening or loss of layering. 

Pancreas 

The area of the pancreas was isoechoic to surrounding tissue with no overt inflammation. Pancreatic 
tissue was not distinctly visualized which is common.  
 
Lymph Nodes 

No clinically significant lymphadenopathy or abnormalities noted. 

Free Abdomen 

No masses or free fluid were noted.  

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• Unremarkable abdomen.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

No cause of over grooming/alopecia identified on abdominal ultrasound. Continued dermatologi 
workup is appropriate.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology 
that was not visible in the image/video clips provided.   

Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 

Dr Brittany Sinclair, BVSc(hons), DACVECC 

info@SonoPath.com  

 


