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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
 
History:  Patient presents for concern for possible foreign body. Patient vomited up pieces of a rubber 
toy. On supportive care and IVFs in-hospital.  
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results: Chem 17 WNL. 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN  
 
Urinary System 
Urinary bladder is adequately distended with anechoic contents. No masses, inflammatory changes, 
echogenic sediment or cystoliths are observed. The urinary bladder, trigone and visible pelvic urethra 
are normal in thickness with a smooth mucosal surface.  
 
Left kidney is normal in size (4.61 cm), shape and echogenicity. It has smooth peripheral margination. 
There is a normal 1:3 cortex to medulla ratio with appropriate corticomedullary distinction. There is no 
evidence of pyelectasia, mineral or infarcts observed. 
 
Right kidney is normal in size (5.10 cm), shape and echogenicity. It has smooth peripheral margination. 
There is a normal 1:3 cortex to medulla ratio with appropriate corticomedullary distinction. There is no 
evidence of pyelectasia, mineral or infarcts observed. 
 
Adrenal Glands 
Left adrenal gland is normal in size (1.84 long / 0.41 cm at cranial pole / 0.34 cm at caudal pole), shape 
and overall architecture, echogenicity and echotexture. Visible surrounding vasculature appears 
normal. 
 
Right adrenal gland is normal in size (2.01 long / 0.40 cm at cranial pole / 0.48 cm at caudal pole), 
shape and overall architecture, echogenicity and echotexture. Visible surrounding vasculature appears 
normal. 
 
Spleen 
Spleen is subjectively normal in size with a normal smooth capsular contour. Parenchyma is 
appropriately finely textured and homogenous with normal echogenicity relative to surrounding tissue 
(hyperechoic to liver). No focal nodules or masses are observed. Splenic vasculature appears normal. 
 
Liver 
Liver is subjectively normal in size with normal smooth curvilinear peripheral contour. Parenchyma is 
appropriately hypoechoic to the spleen in echogenicity and appropriately mildly coarse and 
homogenous in echotexture. No focal lesions are observed. Visible vasculature and biliary tree appear 
normal without distension or congestion.  
 
Gallbladder is non-distended in size. The wall is smooth without visible thickening. Luminal contents 
are primarily anechoic. There is no evidence of cystic or common bile duct dilation.  
 
Gastrointestinal 
The visible stomach wall is normal in thickness and layering. The stomach is mildly distended and 
contains an echogenic interface with distal progressively shadowing material consistent with hairball 
density (or similar fluid absorbing material) noted. 
 
The proximal small bowel/duodenum is also mildly distended with an echogenic interface and distal 
progressively shadowing material, consistent with similar-appearing hair or soft cloth fluid-absorbing 
material. Additionally, early plication is noted. More distally the bowel returns to normal. 
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The visible colon is normal in wall thickness and layering. Contents are consistent with normal formed 
feces and gas. 
 
Pancreas 
The observed pancreas appears appropriately isoechoic to surrounding omental fat. Visible capsule is 
smooth and normal in contour. Visible pancreatic parenchyma is homogenous and unremarkable. 
There is no visible pancreatic duct dilation. There is no evidence of active peripancreatic inflammation. 
 
Free Abdomen 
The mesenteric lymph nodes are prominent in size with swollen capsular contour. Normal elongated 
shape (length to width ratio) is maintained. There is no loss of parenchymal detail. 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 
 
Findings 
 

x Gastric foreign body with extension into the proximal small bowel/duodenum suspected.  
 

x Reactive mesenteric lymph nodes - Infiltrative neoplastic disease cannot be ruled out but is 
considered less likely. This is likely a normal patient age variant.  

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
As soon as patient is stable enough to undergo surgery, recommendations on an exploratory 
laparotomy for a planned gastrotomy as well as probably enterotomy +/- resection and anastomosis, 
etc., as warranted based on examination of bowel.  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
 
Beth Johnson, DVM DACVIM  

Beth.Johnson@SonoPath.com  


