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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

History:  On 1/23/2021 p had a ruptured splenic mass, and a splenectomy was pursued then. Splenic 
mass came back as hemangiosarcoma on histopathology. P has been doing fine at home since. No other 
treatment pursued. Thoracic radiographs performed today look clear. Last abdominal ultrasound 
performed on 4/19/2021. Repeated today for comparison/check for signs of metastasis. O interested in 
pursuing dental cleaning on P. 
 
Abnormal PE/Chem/CBC/UA Results:  N/A 
 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN 

**22 Still images and 11 video clips are available for interpretation.   

Urinary System 

The urinary bladder is not visualized in its entirety.  In the visualized portion, the wall is normal in 

thickness with a normal layering pattern and smooth mucosal surface. A scant amount of echogenic 

debris is observed within the lumen.  No cystic calculi are observed.  The region of the trigone and the 

visible portion of proximal urethra appear normal.  

The left kidney is normal size (3.34 cm in length); normal shape and architecture with smooth peripheral 

margins. There is a normal 1:3 cortex to medulla ratio with normal corticomedullary distinction. There is 

no evidence of pyelectasia, nephroliths, infarcts or hydroureter.   

The right kidney is not visulzied in its entirety.  In the visualized portion, it appears to be normal in size 

(3.19 cm in length) with a normal shape and smooth peripheral contours. Internal architecture is 

unremarkable.    

Adrenal Glands 

The left adrenal gland is normal size (0.47 cm at cranial pole) (0.63 cm at caudal pole); normal shape; 

homogenous parenchyma.  The glandular echogenicity and detail are unremarkable. Capsule, cortex, 

and medullary definition are normal.  The phrenicoabdominal vein and surrounding vasculature are 

normal. 

The right adrenal gland is normal size (0.62 cm at cranial pole) (0.45 cm at caudal pole) (1.43 cm in 

length); normal shape; homogenous parenchyma.  The glandular echogenicity and detail are 

unremarkable. Capsule, cortex, and medullary definition are normal.  The phrenicoabdominal vein and 

surrounding vasculature are normal. 

Spleen 

The patient was previously splenectomized.   

Liver 

Four still images of the liver are available for interpretation.  In the available images, the liver is 

subjectively normal in size with normal curvilinear peripheral contours and homogeneous parenchyma.  

No distinct focal lesions are observed.  Hepatic vasculature and intrahepatic biliary tracts are of normal 

volume with no evidence of congestion.  Two still images of the gall bladder are available for 

interpretation.  In the available images, the gall bladder is moderately distended.  The wall is normal in 

thickness.  A small amount of aggregated, echogenic, suspended debris is observed within the lumen.   
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Gastrointestinal 

The stomach and intestine are free of stasis and exhibit normal peristaltic activity.  The gastric lumen is 

not distended.  The gastric wall and pylorus are normal in thickness with a normal layering pattern.  The 

pyloric outflow tract is patent.  The small intestinal lumen is not dilated.  The small intestinal wall 

thickness is normal with a normal layering pattern and appropriate mural detail.  Discreet masses are 

not identified.  The colonic wall is normal.  No obstructive disease is noted. 

Pancreas 

Two still images of the pancreas are available for interpretation.  No obvious pathology is observed.   

Free Abdomen 

The peritoneal cavity is normal.  There is no evidence of inflammation or effusion. A 1.93 cm jejunal 

lymph node is visualized.   

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

• There is no obvious evidence of metastatic disease in the abdomen.   

• The prominent jejunal lymph node is likely a normal variant or reactive.   

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

1. Repeat thoracic radiographs and abdominal ultrasound are recommended in 3 months to 
assess for recurrence of hemangiosarcoma.  Additional video clips of the abdominal organs, 
including the splenic fossa, are recommended to assess for underlying pathology.   
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible in the 
image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
Andrea Nicastro, DVM, Diplomate ACVIM (Small Animal Internal Medicine) 

Andrea.nicastro@sonopath.com 


