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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 

Rechecking abd again, dog has truly been NPO for over 24 hours 

 
ULTRASONOGRAPHIC EXAMINATION OF THE ABDOMEN  

**This study was limited. There is a potential for pathology in organs that were not visualized.  
 

Gastrointestinal 

The gastric lumen is moderately distended with ingesta, despite fasting.  The gastric wall is normal in 
thickness with a normal layering pattern and appropriate mural detail.   

Other 

The visible portion of the liver is subjectively normal in size with normal peripheral margins and 
homogeneous parenchyma. Hepatic vasculature and intrahepatic biliary tracts are of normal volume 
with no evidence of congestion. 

 

ULTRASONOGRAPHIC FINDINGS 

Gastric distention with ingesta despite fasting. This could indicate delayed gastric motility or potentially, 
a pyloric outflow tract obstruction.  

 

INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 

x To further assess for a pyloric outflow tract obstruction, one or more of the following can be 
considered: 

1. Additional sonographic images of the pyloric region (SDEP 13, 14) 

2. Barium study. 

3. Upper GI endoscopy.  

4. Abdominal CT scan. 

5. Abdominal exploratory.  

x If a pyloric outflow tract obstruction is excluded, consider initiation of a pro-motility agent (i.e., 
Metoclopramide).  
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The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the referring 
veterinarian/sonographer. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not visible 
in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings or if I 
can be of any further assistance please contact me. 
 
 
Andrea Nicastro, MPH, DVM, Diplomate DACVIM (Small Animal Internal Medicine)  

info@SonoPath.com 

mailto:info@SonoPath.com

