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SonoPath 
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PRESENTING CLINICAL SIGNS 
The cat was presented three days ago with the complain of rapid breathing. In addition, the cat is 
having generalized edema. There is swelling under the tongue due to ranula which was 
marsupialised in another clinic recently. As per the owner the cat is eating normal at home. 
Hematocrit 22.80 (24-45) The rest of the hematology and biochemistry are within the normal 
range. 
X-ray: pleural effusion, edema present in the abdomen and legs 
 
CYTOLOGY SUBMISSION 
FNA of Pleural fluid 
 
OBSERVATIONS 
Pleural fluid:  The images show minimal numbers of cells.  The majority of the cells are RBCs.  There 
are scattered neutrophils, eosinophils and probably lymphocytes.  The fluid is minimally 
cellular.  There is no suggestion of neoplasia or sepsis. 
 
INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS & FURTHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
Pleural fluid:  Minimally cellular fluid suggesting potential cardiovascular problems or with the 
eosinophils, consider allergy or parasites. 
 
COMMENTS 
The eosinophils suggest parasites or allergy, but the cellularity is minimal.  Cardiovascular disease can 
also be considered.  It does not look like neoplasia or FIP.  More cells may be beneficial. 

 
Image shows an eosinophil with RBCs and a possible lymphocyte.  Note the very few cells. 
 
The information and recommendations provided are based on the images presented by the 
referring veterinarian. No evaluation can be communicated regarding pathology that was not 
visible in the image/video clips provided.  
 
Thank you for this referral. If the clinical or image interpretation does not parallel your findings 
or if I can be of any further assistance, please contact me. 
 
L.D. McGill, DVM, Ph.D., DACVP 
8288 Top of the World Drive 
Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 
ldmcgill.vetpath@gmail.com 
cell: 801-865-1220 
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